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2011 POLICY
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

NFDA Position

That NFDA continue its efforts to identify and address current and emerging environmental, health and safety issues affecting funeral directors and educate federal, state and local environmental and related enforcement agencies, policymakers, elected officials and the public on the safety of the embalming process, embalming chemicals, and the waste stream discharge from funeral homes.  To that end NFDA will continue to i) promote environmental laws that recognize this reality; ii) encourage the development of workplace and environmentally and personally safe embalming chemicals and funeral service products; iii) undertake proactive communications initiatives to promote and educate NFDA members; and iv) assist funeral directors in establishing green funeral homes and green end of life practices.
Background

Over the years, funeral homes have been the target of efforts by public health, environmental, waste and water authorities to restrict or prohibit funeral home wastewater discharge. The primary focus has been on i) funeral home discharge from the embalming process and its toxicity and potential adverse impact on treatment facilities, ii) the public health impact of the funeral home discharge; and iii) the potential risk that funeral home discharge into septic systems may have on underground drinking water sources. Other regulatory issues include the nature and use of embalming chemicals, the smokestack discharge from crematories, particularly mercury and PVC emissions, phenol from embalming chemicals detected in groundwater, and most recently the relationship between formaldehyde exposure and cancer in funeral directors and embalmers. 

Discussion

The foregoing challenges have caused NFDA to take a variety of actions, as described below. Nearly twenty years ago, NFDA issued the first audit ever conducted of the chemical composition of the waste stream of funeral homes.  Since then, the study has been instrumental in educating key constituencies on the non-toxic condition of the funeral home discharge to municipal treatment works.

NFDA also completed two additional studies, one on the biological and public health hazards that may be associated with funeral home discharge and the other on the impact of funeral home discharge to septic systems on underground drinking water sources. As with the Wastestream Audit, these studies have been widely distributed to NFDA members and health and [image: image1.jpg]environmental regulators through the United States.
Using our OSHA-Environmental Poster, NFDA has enlisted the embalming chemical manufacturers in our efforts to educate funeral directors on the proper use and disposal of embalming fluids. The NFDA Professional Development and the Communications Departments, working with the Advocacy Department, develop environmental educational offerings, fact sheets and other materials to enhance our members’ awareness of environmental considerations in the every day operation of their funeral homes. The NFDA Environmental Working Group, composed of experts from all facets of funeral service (funeral directors, mortuary schools, state associations and chemical companies), meets annually to identify and address the various current and emerging environmental issues facing funeral homes in this enhanced and accelerating environmental, health and safety regulatory climate. Their findings and recommendations are presented to the NFDA Executive Board, Advocacy Committee and Policy Board for review and action on a continuing basis.
Since 2008, NFDA has monitored the prospect of the European Union’s adoption of a total ban on the use of formaldehyde, which now serves as a model for United States regulation. Already, various initiatives by domestic and international agencies and studies by scientists around the world have reflected heightened concerns about the potentially hazardous properties of formaldehyde and the potential dangers of formaldehyde exposure. Accordingly, US EPA and OSHA can be expected to take action to further restrict formaldehyde exposure, especially now that both the International Agency for Cancer Research and the National Cancer Institute (NCI) have determined that formaldehyde is cancer-causing in humans, based in part on a study linking cancer in funeral directors and embalmers to formaldehyde exposure published by NCI in November 2009. 

To educate and protect funeral directors when using formaldehyde, NFDA  drafted an extensive Formaldehyde Environmental Best Practices guide,, designed to help NFDA members significantly reduce their exposure to formaldehyde. This document was reviewed and approved by the NFDA Executive Board in early 2009 and was distributed to all NFDA members and state associations and posted to the NFDA website. 

In 2010, NFDA issued a groundbreaking study that evaluated the ventilation systems in funeral home prep rooms and provided specific, practical and cost effective guidance to our members, regardless of prep room size or number of cases, on how their ventilation systems can best minimize an embalmer’s exposure to potentially harmful formaldehyde fumes. An easy to understand guide was issued with the report.

Beginning in 2011, NFDA will sponsor an initiative, in conjunction with several mortuary schools, to test formaldehyde free embalming products.  The purpose of this study is to provide objective information to funeral directors as to the capabilities of these products.

As always, NFDA will actively engage these issues as they arise at the federal level.
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